
L
ate nights at O

ld P
ete's you'd see him

.  G
ray old m

uzzle dunked in
a tankard, w

iping the foam
 off his lips, old “C

appy” D
ick, as he

called him
self.  W

e couldn't tell how
 old he w

as, or w
here he'd com

e
from

.  N
o trace of foreign accent in that w

hiny squeak of his, no
distinguishing m

arks save the faded tattoo of an anchor on his upper
left arm

.   T
he sam

e one P
opeye had, he'd cackle, and w

e w
ondered

if m
aybe he'd put it there him

self just to be like the cartoon sailor.

B
ut how

 he'd talk.  Som
e days it w

as a rant against the rain, or m
aybe

a particular storm
, even the concept of rain in general.  O

ther tim
es

it w
as a detailed list w

ith descriptions of the prettiest lassies he'd
ever laid peepers on.  W

e all listened - you couldn't help it if you
w

ere going to drink there at all.  E
veryone listened.  B

ut never a
w

ord about him
self, never a personal history until one day.

H
e had a funny look in his eye. T

he one he used, anyw
ay.  W

e used
to guess if he even had another in that tightly squeezed socket.

H
e had a funny look, and this m

eant he w
as w

inding up for a big
story. A

nd this is how
 it w

ent.

You alw
ays w

ondered about O
ld C

appy D
ick, didn't you?

You alw
ays guessed w

hat C
appy had done, and how

 he'd
com

e to be here, in this place, telling you this story.  W
ell,

w
e need to go back quite a w

ays, I'd say.  H
ow

 m
any years,

m
aybe even I don't know

.  B
ack to a little fishing village in

D
orcester.  T

hat's across the pond, if you rem
em

ber your
geography.

W
hen m

y m
other gave birth, you should have seen this

child.  G
olden locks of hair, a strong, lean jaw

, healthy as
an ox, and skin so soft... that w

as m
y brother, all right.  A

nd
never a prettier babe had you laid eyes on, so help m

e
Jesus.  L

east that's w
hat they told m

e.  A
nd told m

e and
told m

e, because w
hen I w

as born a year later the w
hole

village w
as disappointed that m

y parents hadn't w
orked a

second m
iracle.

Yes, it w
as noticeable enough.  So m

uch so that either m
y

true parentage - or m
y brother's - w

as a subject often
discussed w

hen m
y father w

asn't around to take offense.

B
less their hearts, m

y parents tried.  B
ut w

hen one child is
so fair, and the other so plain - w

ell, let's just say I didn't
exactly get m

y share of anything from
 the m

om
ent I took

in air.  N
o one m

ade a conscious effort to leave m
e the

scraps w
hile m

y brother feasted, but that's w
hat happened

all right.  H
e w

as a happy child, loved and doted on by
everyone in the village.  W

ord of his arrival had even
spread to other villages, and occasionally he'd get a visitor
from

 som
ew

here else up the coast, looking for G
alen, for

that w
as his nam

e, alw
ays looking for G

alen.
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