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This number contains part one of “Captain
Dick’s Pirate Story,” a serial tale of Spirited
Adventure on the High Seas for All to Enjoy.
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“We couldn't tell how old he was, or where he'd come from.”

Introduction

Late nights at Old Pete's you'd see him. Gray old muzzle dunked in
a tankard, wiping the foam off his lips, old “Cappy” Dick, as he
called himself. We couldn't tell how old he was, or where he'd come
from. No trace of foreign accent in that whiny squeak of his, no
distinguishing marks save the faded tattoo of an anchor on his upper
leftarm. ‘The same one Popeye had, he'd cackle, and we wondered
if maybe he'd put it there himself just to be like the cartoon sailor.

But how he'd talk. Some days it was a rant against the rain, or maybe
a particular storm, even the concept of rain in general. Other times
it was a detailed list with descriptions of the prettiest es he'd
ever laid peepers on. We all listened - you couldn't help it if you
were going to drink there at all. Everyone listened. But never a
word about himself, never a personal history until one day.

He had a funny look in his eye. The one he used, anyway. We used
to guess if he even had another in that tightly squeezed socket.

He had a funny look, and this meant he was winding up for a big
story. And this is how it went.
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Chapter One: I Am Born.

ys guessed what Cappy had done, and how he'd
come to be here, in this place, telling you this story. Well,
we need to go back quite a ways, I'd say. How many year
maybe even I don't know. Back to a little fishing village in
Dorcester. That's across the pond, if you remember your
geography.

When my mother gave birth, you should have seen this
child. Golden locks of hair, a strong, lean jaw, healthy as
an ox, and skin so soft... that was my brother, all right. And
never a prettier babe had you laid eyes on, so help me
Jesus. Least that's what they told me. And told me and
told me, because when I was born a year later the whole
village was disappointed that my parents hadn't worked a
second miracle.

Yes, it was noticeable enough. So much so that either my
true parentage - or my brother's - was a subject often
discussed when my father wasn't around to take offense.

Bless their hearts, my parents tried. But when one child is
so fair, and the other so plain - well, let's just say I didn't
exactly get my share of anything from the moment I took
in air. No one made a conscious effort to leave me the
scraps while my brother feasted, but that's what happened
all right. He was a happy child, loved and doted on by
everyone in the village. Word of his arrival had even
spread to other villages, and occasionally he'd get a visitor
from somewhere else up the coast, looking for Galen, for
that was his name, always looking for Galen.
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