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“CAPTAIN DICK'S PIRATE STORY”  His,

This number contains part four of “Captain
Dick’s Pirate Story,” a serial tale of Spirited
Adventure on the High Seas for All to Enjoy.
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Chapter Seven: Fear

As we packed hardtack and limes we wondered amongst ourselves.
The dangers were there, to be sure. Brigands at every turn. Pirate
ships would spot a vessel such as ours before we could even identify
their colors.  Some had cannons twice the size of ours, and they'd
make short work of the Madeline for sport if not for spoils.

I see you chuckling even now, wondering why we would be worried
about such things - how we could have imagined ourselves important
enough for pirate attack. But it's only in sea stories that bandits go
after Spanish galleons loaded with dubloons. Real ruffians are not so
well equipped. A little ship like the Madeleine is perfect quarry for
brigands and blackguards of every stripe - not large enough to
adequately defend herself, but large enough to carry some kind of
useful spoils. Did you think that pirates roam the seas looking for
the nearest Man-O-War, armed to the teeth and manned by able-
bodied men who are ready to sail into Hell itself before submitting
to the Outlaw's whim? Perhaps you think these pirates are hearty
and hale, posessed of great tall ships themselves, with which to crush
the Titans of the waters - surely not a whelp like the “Madeleine.”
We must be beneath the notice of such figures! Aye, and it shows
how little you know of the Sea and the Ways of Men.

But these fears belonged to the realm of possibility. Some we
entertained were not even likely. In those days there was still talk of
beasts out there, fantastic monsters no man had seen and lived.
Giant squid, and whales the size of whole islands, animals that could
crack our stern and send us all to the Lord of the Deep. These tales
were no more or less than we had all heard before, but as this was my
maiden voyage across the Atlantic, I began to dream dark and
terrible things now, envisioning the dread Eye of Leviathan himself,
staring out at me from his briny hole, making a place for me at his
hellish table.
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“..Jfantastic monsters no man had seen and lived”

If there had been any bad omen about we would have
jumped at the chance to stall our departure. But skies were
blue, the seas were calm, and it seemed as though the Holy
Father himself was to bless this voyage. Aye, the folly of
men who think they know the will of the Almighty! We set
sail from Bristol, a convoy of three ships, as per her Majesty's
Orders: The Madeline, The Garfish, and The Noble
Scotsman, all fitted and filled for the great voyage beyond,
none of us even suspecting what was to come.

Indeed, our voyage began with smooth sailing. Perhaps the
Holy Father has dominion over civilized lands, and we
enjoyed his protection so long as we were within sight of his
shores. Nary a toothache, a bunion, or even the piles
amongst our group, all healthy and happy, straight as reeds
and ready to greet each day. 'The legendary storms and
choppy waves of the Atlantic were not in evidence, and our
spirits were high. The skies were calm, and the nights cool
and clear. By sextant and stars we made a straight course for
the Americas.



