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This number contains part five of “Captain
Dick’s Pirate Story,” a serial tale of Spirited
Adventure on the High Seas for All to Enjoy.
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Chapter Nine:
Madness Claims the Captain

Life aboard ship can be hard, my friends. Yet the Spirit of Man is a
wondrous thing. Despite the troubles and tribulations, the company
of your fellows grows to fill the empty spaces created by drudgery
and routine. Eventually you shall feel what the French call “esprit
de corps.”

Even those moral fugitives from that dire land recognize the bonds
of friendship amongst a well-working crew! And work is all one does
aboard ship, from the Captain on down. One may spend one’s youth
with a hazy notion of what it means to command a vessel. The child
thinks the Master is a tyrant, lying abed all day, shouting out orders,
being fed delicacies, enjoying any and all manner of games and
diversions, and stopping those only for an even-more delightful meal
or fascinating entertainments from dancers and acrobats! Maybe
trained animals will visit him next!

By the time my first command was passed to me you can bet that
Old Dicky no longer entertained such fluff. I would imagine that
even you, dear reader, no longer hold such childish notions, but even
50, it may be novel to you to know what duties belong to that office.
Nor may it be as clear to you why “esprit de corps” is of such value,
despite its froggy orgins.

The Captain of a vessel is more than just the “top dog.” The bosun
may be boss of the deck, and his word is law amongst the men. But
the Captain commands the ship with the firm knowledge that this
relationship is already in place. He does not issue orders directly to
the men, but rather to his licutenants, who have the obligation to see
that those orders are carried out by the assignation of various duties
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to the men. Thus the Caprain does lead, but through proxy.
In turn he must be kept abreast of whatever goes on aboard
ship, but only through those proxies. They must gather and
digest such information as will be important to relay.

Thus a Captain — a good one, mind you — must be at the
apex of all that occurs on a ship. He must be simultancously
aware of all that happens and be able to order that steps be
taken to correct problems, manage resources, and act
decisively from a position of intelligence and authority.

I would dearly love to report to you on my efficiency and
natural talent at leadership. How I would savor the satisfied
smiles on your lips as I regaled you with lists of my
accomplishments.  And how sweetly you would doze off,
losing consciousness as I listed the nevertheless tedious
perfections of my command. It is at the cost of your
imminent slumber that I tell you the truth. Certainly my
tale has more value when you know that I was ill-equipped
to run the ship, and that I failed at nearly every task the
office required of me.

Old Dicky worked hard, to be sure, managing his
bedraggled crew. But we were too wounded, too weak to
run properly. And with no proper head to steer the beast, we
were fast coming apart at the seams. Having lost the greater
share of our force and many of the men aboard the
“Madeleine” besides, the men were somber, even at the
happiest of times. No sea chanty on the pipes for this lot, no
nights on deck with stories of past voyages and rousing good
cheer.

Neither were they besotten with doom — we had sustained a
loss, but were not slated to die just yet. The voyage had
gone awry, but not by so much we feared for our lives. Even



