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“CAPTAIN DICK’S PIRATE STORY”

This number contains part six of “Captain

Dick’s Pirate Story,” a serial tale of Spirited
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Yet as the topman cried out “the black flag!” we were
somewhat relieved. Every sailor knows that pirates run the

Chapter Eleven: _ _ .
y black flag to show they will spare the lives of a cooperative
\x}e Learn the Vlllaln S Name crew. 'The red flag, the “jolie rouge,” would mean no

quarter, no one spared. Perhaps we would not be sent to
Davy Jones just yet. Perhaps if we obeyed the ruffians we
Perhaps all that is true. But what is also true is that I, your humble would live another day.

narrator, was, at this same moment of realization, now that pirates

were to figure prominently in my own personal story, terrified. For
me, a man of the Queen’s Navy, a Captain, low on supplies and
morale, nearly defenseless, and mad, a ship full of pirates was a
death’s sentence. Certainly their schooner could outrun the
“Madeleine.” They would board us and kill us as soon as speak to
us. We were dead men, even now.

Adventure on the High Seas for All to Enjoy.

What would pirates care for our lives? We had spoils — chests of coin
to purchase goods in the East Indies! When we lost the Garfish and
the Scotsman, we lost our tools, our clothing, our supplies — but not
the gold, safely ensconsed in the belly of the Dear Madeleine.
These pirates could not have known what we carried, but they were
about to be very happy men.
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The flag was clear now — a skull atop a pair of crossed
swords. A familiar emblem for some, and word spread over
the ship like a flame. "The sign of the notorious pirate, John
Rackham!

Chapter Twelve:
Cappy Dick Retires for the Night

Dear Reader, I have been relaying to you the fantastic tale
of old “Cappy” Dick, the colorful sailor we had grown
accustomed to seeing at Old Pete’s Tavern. The man we
thought was merely a picturesque rummy had turned out to
be quite a storyteller! And none of us there could believe a
single word he said.

The way he talked of ships and sailors was so old. Surely no
one had sailed like this in centuries. The topic is not in my
expertise, but I was fairly certain sailors no longer sat in a
crow’s nest or had to eat hardtack! We knew that Cappy
Dick was ancient, but certainly his lifespan was not so
supernatural.

But we listened, rapt with attention, as hours crept by. So
many hours that Old Pete finally had to tell us to go home
— he had waited patiently almost an hour after closing,
hoping Dick would end his epic. At the mere mention of

2.



